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EPISTLE 
Thomas Janney, /,, 


FRIENDS of CHESHIRE 


And by them deſired to be made Publick. 


 Dearly Beloved Friends, 


4 OU amongſt whom I have been Converſant, when 

\ | lived with you, in the Land of my Nativity ; 

: and zmongſt whom ſometimes I Laboured in that 
Ability, I had Received from the Lord, in ſome Travails, 
>Exerciſes,and [abours of Love; in all which I can Appeal to 
God, ( and I alſo Hope that I heve a Witneſs in yon) that 
'F never Sought my Self, Neither Profit nor Fraiſe of 
: A 


Men 
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Men, but have Sought the Honour of God, the Exalta« 
tion of his Truth, and the gathering of People thercinto, 
and their Growth and Eſtabliſhment therein ; and 
Eleſſed be the Lord, who hith not been wanting 
in fiis R-wards&c. And Dear Freinds, having bad many 
oppert!:1111.s with you, in which we have been Reftreſhcd, 
and Comforted together, in the Feeling of that Arm, 
that za:hercd us; and in the ſweet ſence of the | ove, 
and Mcrcy of our God, $hed abroad in our Heerts, where 
by we have been cnlarged towards t'e ord, and alſo our 
Love and Unity one towards arothezr: And Blelled be 
the God of ail our Mercies, the fame Love, Unity, and 
Holy Society, is preſerved, and continued amorg all 
the Faithful, unto this Day; and now Oh! my Beloved J 
Friends, the Kemembrance of-thoſe former oppertunities, | 
and tie Sweet Retreſhment therein Enjoyed, have been 
often in my Heart, ſince. I ſaw Your Faces, Yea, th*y are , 
s upon -my Sonl from ſeaſon to ſeaſon, in which: you are [ 
” * *made very Near, and Dear unto me, lo that I may truly h 
ſay, that Leigth of Time, nor this Far Diſtance at which t 
we are outwardly Separated, Cinnot Seperate me in I 
Spirit from yon, nor blot you out of my Remembrance, Y 
but my Heart is Tendered, and -my- love accompanied 4 
with Holy Breathings, and Fervent deſires unto the Lord, mM 
for your Stability, and Growth in the Truth. And 'd 
Dear Freinds, this- Freſh, and - Living Remembrance of 4 
you, Remaining in me, draws me to give you this De= 
monſtration thereof, in the Tender Salutation of my Y 
Dear and Unfained love unto you all, bnt moſt eſpecially, _® 
co .thoſe that yet ' remain of them, who received the © 
V 
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Truth, ia an .Early Hour of this Blelled Day, and have fi 
born their. part of the Heat and Burthen thereof, who ® 
have helped to Tread out the Path for them, that have #® 
and yet may follow after; although it hath been through an 
many Suffcrings, Various Exerciſes, and Difficulties which © 
kaye attended Ltnem:in that work and day. I fay all ſuch 4 
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who have kept their Integrity, and have not loſt their 
firlt love, are very Dear unto me. 

And all you Dear Freinds, who have Come in of 
Later Tines, who love the. Truth, and prize the love 
of God in viiting you therewith ; the Salutation of my 
love doth hereby Reach urto you, and the Breathing 
of my Soul is unto God for you, that in a Hol, perſe- 
verance in the way of Truth and Life, and alſ> in the 
work of your day yor may be preſerved, in your Re- 
Fpeciive places ard ſervices, which the Lord hata called 
Yo. unto, and fitted you for. 

And all you Young and Tcuder ones, who are a Gee 
neration, 10% growing vp after us; the Loid who is 
the Searcher ot all Heats, he kroweth the lecret Exere 
Ciſcs, and inward I ravel:, that is often in my Soul 
-On your behaifs; and not in m.. only, but I am ſatisfied, 
tl.e like js in many more, together alſo with the many 
Supjl.cations that are pur up unto the Lord on your be= 
ha f; t' at you may be a Genera/jon that may ſerve the 
.Lord in Righteouſneſs; and in order thereunto, keep 
you down unto Gods Holy Wir: efs, in your own Hearts, 
hat you may thereby See, Conlider, and improve, the 
many Ptiviledges, and Advantages, which the Lord affor- 
deth uito you, (above, and beyond what many have had 
in their Youth, who have gone veiore you) in the enjoy- 
,MMment oi many opper tunities, in which, how cften hath, 
Yea, and doth the Lord cauſe his Heavenly Trumpet to be 


-Soundes giving acertain ound, not only for your true 
nfo! mation ; bu alſo how masy Exhortatic.;s. and Faith- 
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$Þ! Warninzs have you had, and tha: from the ſpirit of 
Che Lor- , let his Wirneſs in you all anſwer. And More- 
ever, mariy of you have had both the Advice and Ex- 
ample of Godly Parents, who have been and are greatly 
goncerned for you. and that. you might ſtand up in 
_— places, 1na faith:ul Teſtimony unto the never Dying 


> ruth, when they are gone to their Reſt, following the 
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foot-fteps of the Flock ; that hath gone before yon, and be 
a G-neration bleſſed of the Lord ; but, if any of you ſlight 
the mercies of the Lord, and the great benefits he teryer- 
eth you, ſome ot which I have oft hinted unto you before, 
( and m-ny more | might have mentiion'd )' and ſuffer. your 
hear's to be drawnaſide, by the Spirit of this Wor (4, then 
will 0% grow into Hardneſs, and get above his Witneſs, 
«d kick againſt the ceproots of Inſtruction, <tther dicta- 
ted to you by the Spirit of the Lord in your ſelves or Pa- 
rents, or any other.who are truiy concerned for your go"d 
if thus I ſay you abuſe the love of God, then he in wrath 
will enter into Judgment with you, and it will be more tc- 
lerabl- for them that never heard the Name of the Lord 
mention'd, nor his Truth declared, then it will be for 
you. | 

But all Friends, both Old and Young, prize you the love 
of our God, in which he hath viſited us, and in which he 
hath preſerved vs unto this day, and in which he ſtill waites 
ro be gracious unto us3 therefore keep down to that ho- 
ly breathing Seed, which the Lord is raiſing in this His pow- 
erful day, whereby he hath begotten you in meaſure unto 
himſclt, and thereby you will be kept in a.dependancy up- 
on the Lord, daily waiting for a freſh Supply from him, 
(that ſo you may not grow weary In the way of the Lord,) 
but miay be furniſhed thereby for the work of your day, 
in your reſpeCtive places and ſervices, unto which the Lord 
hath called you. For, dear Friends, many of you are not 
unacquainted, that many are.the Wiles, and Various the 
Workings of the Enemy, whereby he endeavours to keep 
from a holy perſeverance in the way of the Lord, and to 
weaken our hands in his Work; that ſo if poſſible, he may 
deprive us of our Reward: erdeavouring to work upon 
us according to our various Inclinations, Weakneſs and 
Wills; and therefore a few things are at preſent before 
me, to adviſe and caution you in, eſpecially ſuch as may | * 
not be ſo well acquainted with the Wiles of Satan, 
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And Firſt, beware of living above the Seed of Gnd, in 
anaity mid, fcr that mird is eaſily drawn into the Vani. 
tics of this World, and therein erſnared; and therefore 
} Adviſe aid ExFort you, where that Nature lies near, ta 
keep it under the Yoke, that as the Apoſtle exhorted the 
Chu ches i his Cay, ta. ce may be no perſons amongſt ys, 
as Eſan was, who fol his Rirherivht for athing of Naught, 

Alſo, beware leſt the L-ve of thi: World prevails in 
any above the love of God; for :f the earthly Mind pre- 
vails, it will hiring an n-corcern drels over thee, in re- 
ſp. of the Wrrk of the I.ord, and too little regard to 
th: Aﬀairs of the Clr:rch of Chriſt, and weaker thee in 
thy Place and Service, which the Lord hath called thee 
unto; and therefore all in whom thi. $j irit may lie near, 
watch againſt it, Jeſt it prevailing ſhould Craw thee De- 
mas like, to forſake the Truth for the love of this pre- 
ſent World. 

Again, beware of that Spitit which is over forward, 
ard works in the will of Mais, for that leads to go a- 
bout the weighty things of God and Truth, in an over- 
ly, unconc:racd and nnſantified Mind, and ſuch in mat- 
ters appertaining to the Church of Chriſt, will more ſeek 
i:s own Honour and the. Praite of Men, then the Honour 
of God, and Comfort of his Peopl:. 

But all dear Friends, who are in ſuch affairs concern'd, 
waite you low upon th: Lord, to feel your Hearts ſea- 
ſoned by him, and your Spirits welghtily compoſed be- 
fore him; ſo will the Lord's Council open in you, and 
his Will will be done by you, and his Peace w1ll be felc 
in you, and his Honour you will ſeek and not your own, 
and ſo will Peace, True love, and Unity grow amongſt 
you; and thus the Lord will make you Honourable in 
his Houſe. Alſo Friends, as the Apoſtle adviſed the 
Church in his day, fo do I adviſe and exhort you-to be- 
ware, leſt the Serpent through his Subtilty, as he be- 
zuiled Eve, ſhould begunile any of you with any fair pre- 
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tence whatſoever, thereby to craw you from the Fonn- 
dation of God, or as he did to Ev-, preſe ting the ", »d- 
lineſs of the Tree of Knowleuge, and ther entici..y her 
to eat of the Fruit therecf, pretending t5 her, hat if 
they would feed thereon, they (hogid be as Gods, his 
begot in her an inordinate dclire after it. and then 
ſhe thought it to be good for Fcod, after the Tem: wi- 
on had eat ed her, althoug » before whillt ſh- row in 
the Council of God, and had regard to his Command, 
ſhe ſaw the Danger, and ſaid, We may not twacy it eſt 
we die. 

So I exhort you, dear Frierds, to beware left any of 
you ſhould be taken wich the like Temptation, fr it it 
enter, it will draw your Minds, fo after it, that it «ill 
cauſe you to neglect ihe way of Life, your waitinz to feel 
it, and your deſire to feed upon it; and then a wither- 
ing ard decaying to the life of God will gradna'ly ſteal 
vpon you; but in the Holy Life, th: W {dom » hich is f, om 
above, is received, wWhici is firſt Pure, then Peaccabie, 
Gentle and Eiſfie to' bh» entreated, ©. and the encrea'e 
of his Wiſdom tendeth to tre E.ification, and Peace of 
the Church ; but wh-re the deſire takes place that would 
be Wiſe, more then Holy, and more Thirſty to know 
than to feel and obey, th's | ſay, draws into a notional 
and empty 'knowledge, and beg<ts Cc:nceite neſs, Am- 
bition, and Spiritual Pride, and leads from the Meckneſs 
and !nnocency of a Sheep of Ciirilt, into the rough Na- 
tnre of a Goat that climbs and feeds high, in ©onceit 
and Notion, and not in the vall-y of true Humility, but 
rambles over all Fences : So that tie Lounds of Truch, 
are too ſtraight for him, peiheps both in Prirciple and 
PraCtice, and not only fo, but thoſe are apt to thruſt with 
Thigh, and Shoulder againſt the poor of the Flock, and 
ſuch cauſe Moleſtation, Trouble, and i xcreiſ:s in the 
Gooch of Chriſt, rather then Comfort, Edification and 
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And this farther I have to Teſtifie, the Lord is come 
ard coming, ito jndge between Cattle and Cattle, not on- 
ly to ſee what is begotten, hut alſo to ſee what begets 
and wha” Men beget by; now if any work in the Wiſe 
dom which is from below; and their own Parts and Ahi- 
litics in the will of Man, ſuch beget not to God, but be. 
get into their own Image 3 and hence ſpringerh the win- 
dy Doctrine, which unſettles People, and toſl:s them too 
and fro; and likewiſe hereby they come to be puffed up, 
with conceits of their own Wiſdom, and Arrainments, 
buc are far from a State of true Purity. Much further 
cou'd I track this Spirit, bu. I conclude it l.ere, it makes 
People like the Church of Laodicea,- that trought ſhe was 
Wiſe and Rich, &c. when ſhe was Poor, and -lind, and 
Naked. 

But ail you my dear Friends, who keep to th-t living 
Word, ( whereby you have bcen begotten to God, and 
made Sheep of Ct:riſt, ) wherein yonr Souls in every Exer- 
ciſe and Service, the Lord calls yon unto, depend up5n 
him, to be abilicated by him, knowing, you can do nothing 
of -your ſelves, as you wait to feel the riſing and oppes- - 
ration of his living Power ful Word, which begets into 
its Image a true Sheep, Meek and Innocent, and theſe 
wait- to be led by the good Shepherd, into the low Val- 
lics where they meet with living Refrehment ; and can- 
not feed upon the Barren Mountains, in Notions, and 
Imaginations, but wait to fecl the Bread of Life broken, 
and the freſh Springs opened unto their Souls; and theſe 
know and wait to hear the Voice of the good Shepherd, 
and follow him, and wiil not hear the Strangers Voice, 
neither follow his Alurements; but follow their good 
Shepherd in the path of the Juſt, which is the bright Shining 
Light, and wait to feel him to put them forth, and to go 
before them, and guide them in all their Exerciſes: oad 
in their. Depending upon him, and Obedience unto himz 
they Witneſs his Promiſe made gopd vnto them, who 
ſaid of ſuch, I give unto them Eternal Life. So ' 
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$0. dear Friends, I commit you to God, and commend 
you to the Word of his Grace, in which you h ve believ- 
ed, and it is become the word of Faith t5 us, as it was ta 
the Primitive Chriſtians, and we know it to be 4 quick 
and powerful Word, the Word of Patience, and the Word 
of Wiſdom, having thereby been quickned to Go, arid 
alſo have been thereby prepared for, and pr ſervcd in, 
and carried through many Exerciſes, in obedience to it; 
and all who keep, to it know, it lives and abides, and are 
thereby kept alive to God, and bring forth Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs to the Praiſe and Glory of 
God, and. their own Conſolation and Comfort, and that 
we may ail in ſo doing be preſerved unto the env, is the 
earneſt deſire of your unfeigned Friend, 


THOMAS FT ANNET, 
From my Houſe near the 


Falls of Delawzre in 
the County of Bucks in 
Penſylvania, the 16:h 
day of the 10th. 
Month, 1693. 


I deſire this may be Read and Received in a meaſure of 
the ſame Love in which I ſend it. 


THE END. 


Ca. D.a0.4 


Printed and Sold by T. Sowle, nexr the Meeting-Houſe in 
Wrikte-hart-court in Gracious-ſtreet, 1694. 


